STEM MARK FROM BUENOS AIRES

Daniel Schavelzon

The pipe stem illustrated below (Fig.9) was found 1n a garbage pit in San
Lorenzo Street (392), Buenos Aires, Argentina, in a context dated 1830-
70 with an 1892 intrusion. The mark reads: GEON/RENZ/AUSE. Can

anyone identily the maker or date?

Fig.9 Marked pipe stem from Buenos Aires
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Schlehdomweg 15
D-9044] Nimberg
Tel. 0911/426452
den 16. November 1997

Mr. Daniel Schavelzon

Director

Argueologia Urbana

Facultad de Arquitecture y Urbanismo
Universidad de Bucnos Aares

1428 Bucnos Aires

Argentina

Dear Mr. Schavelzon,

I read in the last issue of the newsletters of the Society for Clay Pipe Research (no. 51, p.
22) about your pipestem with the text "GEON/RENZ/AUSE".

I think, that I can help You. In 1995 | finished my thesis about the pipemaker-industry in
the Westerwald, a region at the Rhine between Cologne and Frankfurt am Main, which is
well known for his grey-blue saltglazed stoneware. In this region there had been also an
important pipemaker-industry since 1700 until our days. Beside many sources in the archi-
ves | also found many examples of the pipes produced since 1739 (the oldest one). Sa [ can
compare them with Your pipestem.

I think, the text on the pipestem means the place of production "GRENZHAUSEN", one of
the most important towns of pipemaking in the Westerwald. Today the town 1s named
Hahr-Grenzhausen. The stem is similar to other stems, which i have found there, and
shows a very typical decoration: the lines, which reach to the bowl, the rings with the X
and the little points in the fields and the arrangement of the letters in three lines on both
sides of the stem. In the copy | show You some similar pipes from the Westerwald. They
can be dated into the sccond half of the 18, century, but the pipemakers produced the sanie
pipes for a very long time. In the first half of the 19. century the pipemaker-industry in the
Westerwald suffers a very deep crisis and they didn’t export their products to overseas cu-
stomers. So [ think, that Your pipestem was produced before the year 1800,

Unfortunately the picture in the SCPR-newsletter is very dark and [ can’t read the letters on
the stem. [ suppose, that the first four letters in the first line named the pipemaker. The na-
me "GEON" is totaly unusaual in the Westerwald area and | know no pipemaker with this
name. Real | found some similar examples with combinations of letters, which not means a
name and which can not be interpretated.

I'm very interested in clay pipes from the Westerwald and generally from Germany found
all over the world. If You will find more, please contact me. [ will try to help You if [ can.

With friendly regards

e



from the book:
Martin Kiigler: Tonpfeifen. Ein beitrag zur Geschichte der Tonpfeifenbiickerei in
Deutschland. Quellen und Funde aus dem Kannenbickerland. Hohr-Grenzhausen 1987.
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another important book about the pipemaker-industry in the Westerwald is:

Martin Kilgler: Pfeifenbdckerei im Westerwald. Die Geschichte der Pfeifenbickerei des
unteren Westerwaldes von den Anfingen um 1700 bis heute. (= Werken und Wohnen.
Volkskundliche Untersuchungen im Rheinland, Bd. 22). Kaln 1995.
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